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AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION    AREAS OF COMPETENCE  
Metaethics, Moral Psychology    Philosophy of Mind, Epistemology 
 

ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 
•   New York University  Visiting Scholar, 2018 – present 
•   Princeton University Laurance S. Rockefeller Visiting Faculty Fellow, 2017 – 2018 

 University Center for Human Values 
•   New York University  Visiting Scholar, 2014 – 2017 
•   Columbia University  Visiting Scholar, 2012 – 2014 
•   Barnard College  Assistant Professor, Spring 2002 – 2012 
•   Columbia University  Visiting Assistant Professor, Fall 2001 
•   Washington University in St. Louis Post-Doctoral Fellow, Fall 2000 – Spring 2001 

 Philosophy-Neuroscience-Psychology Program 
 

EDUCATION 
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ   Ph.D. in Philosophy 

Dissertation: Affective Deliberation: Toward a Humean Account of Practical Reasons  
Committee: Barry Loewer (chair), Ruth Chang, Richard Foley, Marvin Belzer 

Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY  B.A. in Art History and Philosophy 
Departmental Honors in Philosophy, General Honors, Phi Beta Kappa 

 

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, AND AWARDS 
• The Experience Project: The Philosophy of Transformative Experience Research Grant, 

funded by The John Templeton Foundation, Spring 2017  
• Vassar College 2012 Time-Out Grant, 2012 – 2013  
• American Philosophical Association Graduate Student Travel Award, Pacific Division, 2001 
• The 1999 William James Prize for the best graduate student paper submitted to the 25th   
 Anniversary meeting of the Society for Philosophy and Psychology  
• Rutgers Philosophy Department nomination for the 1998 School of Arts and Sciences Award 

for Distinguished Contribution to Undergraduate Education  
• Emily B. Sellon Graduate Fellowship in Philosophy: 1996 – 1998 
• Excellence Fellowship, Rutgers University: 1994 – 1996 
• Teaching Assistantship, Rutgers University: 1992 – 1994 
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PUBLICATIONS 

Articles: 

•   “A Non-factualist Defense of the Reflection Principle,” Synthese, vol. 190, no. 15, 
November 2013: 2981–2999.  Available at http://rdcu.be/mGlx.   
 

•   “Altruism and the Experimental Data on Helping Behavior,” Ethical Theory and 
Moral Practice, vol. 15, no. 4, August 2012: 547–561.  
 

•   “The Special Status of Instrumental Reasons,” Philosophical Studies, vol. 134, no. 2, 
May, 2007: 255–287.  
 

•   “The Choice between Current and Retrospective Evaluations of Pain,” Philosophical 
Psychology, vol.13, no.1, March 2000: 97–110. 
 

•   “Response to Gustafson’s Comments,” Philosophical Psychology, vol.13, no.1, 
March 2000: 121–122. 

 

Book Review:  
•    “Jon Elster’s Alchemies of the Mind: Rationality and the Emotions,” The Journal of 

Philosophy, vol. 101, no. 9, September 2004: 484–491.  
 

Co-edited Book:  
•   Consciousness and Meaning: Selected Essays by Brian Loar. Co-edited with Katalin 

Balog. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017. 
 

ARTICLES UNDER REVIEW 

•   “Interpreting ‘What One Would Have Wanted’”  
 

•   “The Very Present Self” 
 
 
WORK IN PROGRESS 
 

•   Life Past Reason: Decision-Making for Those Who May No Longer Be Themselves, 
monograph  

 
•   “Respect for Persons, Personhood, and Dementia” 

 
•   “Rationalizing Explanations”  

 
•    “The Metaethical Implications of Damasio’s Work” 
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INVITED TALKS AND CONFERENCE PAPERS 
 
•  “Respect-for-Persons and Dementia” [forthcoming] 

l   New York University Center for Bioethics, Nov. 27, 2018 
 
•  “The Coherence of ‘What One Would Have Wanted’”  

l   The Experience Project’s UNC-ND Collaborative Workshop, Chicago, May 12, 2017 
 
•  “Advance Directives and the Coherence of ‘What One Would Have Wanted’”  

l   University of North Carolina, The Chapel Hill Workshop on Transformative 
Experience, May 11, 2017 

 
•  “The Role of Emotion in Neo-sentimentalist Accounts of Moral Judgment: a response to a 

disagreement between Shaun Nichols and Allan Gibbard”  
l   The Centre for the Study of Mind in Nature, University of Oslo, Norway,  

Workshop on the Ethical Aspects of the Emotions, June 12, 2008 
 

•  “Emotions and Deliberative Reasons” 
l   Union College, February 1, 2007 

 
•  “Altruism and the Experimental Data on Helping Behavior” 

l   Lafayette College, October 25, 2005 
l   CUNY Graduate School, Cognitive Science Group, April 1, 2005 

 
•  “Can a Relativist Be Tolerant?” 

l   In Terrorism's Wake: Community Forum on Moral Relativism and the Conflict of 
Values, Presentation and panel discussion, Barnard College, January 28, 2002 

 
•  “Can a Feeling Be a Reason?” 

l   Vassar College, November 28, 2001 
l   Queens University, Kingston, Ontario, November 15, 2001 
l   ‘15 Minute Paper’ Discussion Group, Columbia University Law School, Oct 23, 2001 

 
•  “Reasons and Deliberative Relevance” 

l   American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division meeting (Symposium 
presentation), San Francisco, March 2001 

l   Barnard College, Columbia University, January 29, 2001 
l   Washington University in St. Louis, January 17, 2001 

 
•  “The Normativity of the Instrumental Principle: a preliminary proposal” 

l   American Philosophical Association Eastern Division meeting, New York, Dec. 2000 
l   Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Atlanta, GA, April 21, 2000 

 
•  “The Choice between Actual and Remembered Pain” 

l   Washington University in St. Louis, February 11, 2000 
l   Carnegie Mellon University, January 24, 2000 
l   Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Stanford University, June 21, 1999  
l   American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division, Berkeley, CA, April 1, 1999 
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INVITED TALKS AND CONFERENCE PAPERS (con’t.)  
 
•  “Prudence and Dissociation from the Present” 

l   University of Georgia, February 4, 2000 
l   The Graduate School at CUNY, Graduate Philosophy Conference, April 24, 1999 
l   Union College, February 1, 1999 

•  “Reasons and Other Turn-ons” 
l   New Jersey Regional Philosophy Association, Felician College, November 14, 1998 

•  “Motivation and Power Relations in the Classroom” 
l   Teaching/Learning Conference, Rutgers University, January 24, 1998  

Published in the Teaching/Learning Conference proceedings by the Teaching 
Assistant Project, the Graduate School - New Brunswick, 2000  

•  “What's Art Got to Do With It? The National Endowment for the Arts, the Aesthetic, the Public” 
l   Conference, The Aesthetic: Art and World, Center for the Critical Analysis of 

Contemporary Culture, Rutgers University, December 5, 1997 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
Barnard College 

• Moral Philosophy  (Spring 2011, Spr 2010, Fall 2007, Fall 2006, Fall 2004, Spring 2002)  
• Mind and Morals  (Fall 2011, Fall 2003, Spring 2003)  
• Senior Seminar: On the Emotions  (Fall 2011, Fall 2004)  
• First Year Seminar: Immortality, Death, & the Meaning of Life  (Interdisciplinary writing 

seminar administered by the First Year Program, Spring 2010, Spring 2004, Fall 2002)  
• Senior Essay, Undergraduate Thesis Prep  (2009-2010, Fall 2004, Fall 2003, Fall 2002)  
• Intro to Philosophy – including What is Philosophy, Anyway? and Philosophy & Human 

Existence (Two sections Spring 2012, Fall 2010, and Fall 2009; Spring 2008; Spring 
2007; two sections Spring 2005; 2002-2003; Spring 2002) 

 
Columbia University  

• Graduate Seminar: on 20th c. and Contemporary Metaethics  (Spring 2011)  
• Ph.D. Thesis Preparation Seminar  (Spring 2008, Spring 2007)  
• Graduate Seminar: on Desires, Sentiments, and Science  (Fall 2006) 
• Graduate Seminar: a survey of 20th century Metaethics  (Spring 2003) 
 

Washington University, St. Louis 
• Mind and Morals  (Spring 2001)  • Problems in Philosophy  (Fall 2000)  

 
New York University 

• Belief, Truth, and Knowledge  
(Spring 2000)  

• Ethical Theory  (Spring 2000) 
• Ethics and Society  (Fall 1999) 

 
Rutgers - New Brunswick 

• Medical Ethics  (Spring 1999)  
• Formal Logic  (Spring 1994; Spring 1993 Upsala College; Sum 1992 Rutgers-Newark) 
• Philosophical Perspectives on Death and Dying  (Summer 1997) 
• Current Moral & Social Issues (Sum 1994, 1993; Spr 1992; Sum 1992 Rutgers-Newark) 
• Gateway Retention Program: Three sections for at risk students (1993-1994) 
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ACADEMIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE 
 
Service to the Philosophy Department:  
•   Third-year Graduate Student Research in Philosophy II Seminar, Spring 2008 and 2007 
•   Ethics Job Search Committee, Columbia Philosophy, 2003-2004 
•   One-year Early Modern, etc. Job Search Committee, Barnard Philosophy, Spring 2003 
•   Graduate Admissions Committee, Columbia Philosophy, 2002-2003 
•   Graduate Placement Committee, Columbia Philosophy, 2002-2003 
•   One-year Ethics Job Search committee, Barnard Philosophy, Spring 2002 
•   Ethics Job Search Committee, Columbia Philosophy, 2001-2002 

Service to Barnard College:  
•   Major Advisor for undergraduate philosophy majors, 2002-2012  
•   Academic Advisor for second-year students, 2010-2011 and 2007-2008 
•   Academic Advisor for first-year students, 2009-2010 and 2006-2007 
•   Barnard Library and Academic Information Services Committee, 2009-2012; 2006-2008 
•   Senior Commencement Committee, Spring 2005 
•   Barnard Library and Academic Information Services Committee, 2002-2004 

Service to the Profession:  
•   Book Referee: Columbia University Press 
•   Journal Article Referee: Philosophical Psychology, The Journal of Philosophy, Ethical 

Theory and Moral Practice, Australasian Journal of Philosophy  
 
 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
American Philosophical Association 
The Society for Philosophy and Psychology 


